Dickens Ride: Notes on sites visited [Southwark Cyclists Healthy Ride, Nov 15th, 2025]
1 Horn Tavern Knightrider Street
To which Mr Pickwick sent out for a couple of bottles of wine while detained in the Marshalsea (The Pickwick Papers).
2 Ye Olde Chesire Cheese Fleet Street
One of Dickens’s favourite pubs. He used it in a Tale of Two Cities: Charles Darnay, having been acquitted of High Treason at the Old Bailey, went arm in arm with Sidney Carton down Ludgate Hill to Fleet Street and dined there.
3 Thavies Inn House Holborn Circus
The site of the residence (long since demolished), where Mrs Jellyby presided over her large and wonderfully disorganized family at number 13 (Bleak House). 
4 Bleeding Heart Yard off Greville Street
The factory of Daniel Doyce and the home of the Plornish Family in Little Dorrit
5 Clerkenwell Greenoff Clerkenwell Road
In Oliver Twist : ‘an open square in Clerkenwell which is yet called by some strange  perversion of terms The Green’.   
6 Staple Inn (Tudor Frontage, on High Holborn) 
The timbered frontage dates to the sixteenth century and has a claim to be   the most impressive surviving timber building in London. Behind it is the quadrangle of Staple Inn.
Edwin Drood: ‘Behind the most ancient part of Holborn, London, where certain gilded houses some centuries of age still stand looking in the public way … is a little nook called Staple Inn. It presents the sensation of having put cotton in [the visitor’s] ears and velvet soles on his feet’.


7 Bell Yard off Carey Street
Here, in Bleak House, Mr Jarndyce finds Neckett’s orphaned children, looked after by the girl ‘Charlie’ , following the terse directions: ‘Bell Yard, Chandler’s shop, left hand side, name of Blinder’.
8 Lant Street in the Borough
Here Charles Dickens lodged as a young boy while his father languished in the nearby Marshalsea
9 Marshalsea Wall in Angel Place, the Borough 
The only surviving wall of the Marshalsea. 

