1 The Two Mice Eating Cheese
At the corner of Philpot Lane, is a just-visible statuette of two mice eating cheese. An urban legend has it that this commemorates a tragic accident when two workmen involved in the building’s construction argued about the disappearance of some bread and cheese … the story is probably apocryphal but you can still see tourists arriving in taxis to view the mice and hear the tale.   
2 Aldgate Pump, Fenchurch St.
Erected in the late 18th century, the Aldgate Pump gained notoriety in 1875 when several hundred people died due to contamination of the stream that supplied it from nearby graveyards. A year later, the pump was relocated slightly and a fresh water supply was provided by the New River company.
3 The Watch-House, Giltspur St.
Erected in 1791at the corner of the St Sepulchre graveyard, the Watch-House allowed surveillance of the site at a time when grave robbers were active. Destroyed in 1941, it was rebuilt in 1962. To the left you’ll see a memorial to the essayist Charles Lamb.
4 Queen Elizabeth I at St Dunstan’s in the West, Fleet St 
Dating from the Queen’s lifetime, this is believed to be the oldest outdoor statue in London. It was moved from its original location at Ludgate on its demolition in 1760.
5 Mary Queen of Scots, Fleet St.
Originally an office block, the building that now houses the Pret café at 143-4 Fleet St was commissioned in 1905 by the Scottish landowner, liberal politician and great admirer of Mary Queen of Scots, Sir John Tollemache Sinclair. Its gothic style elicited rage from architectural critics at the time. Its most incongruous feature is at first floor level: look up and you will see a statue of Mary Queen of Scots, erected here to match that of her nemesis Queen Elizabeth I at St Dunstan’s,   
6 Middle Temple Gateway
It was in the lodge at this gateway, in 1726, that Benjamin Motte, bookseller, received the manuscript of Gulliver’s Travels from Jonathan Swift’s friend James Tooke, paying the sum of £200 for the copyright. (The first copyright law had only been passed in 1709 and Motte later fought a lawsuit to protect his rights (Motte v. Faulkner, decided 1735)). 




7 Brydges Place
This alleyway beside the Coliseum is said to be the (second? * ) narrowest alleyway in London. Approached from Chandos Place, its initially inviting entrance narrows as you proceed, allowing you to just squeeze through to the Coliseum.
 *To Emerald Court, at the top of Emerald St., off Theobald’s Rd.

8 Police Box, Trafalgar Square
    At the south-east corner of Trafalgar Square is what once served as England’s smallest police station. Constructed in 1926, its function was to allow police to monitor demonstrations in the square ,,, it had a direct phone line to Scotland Yard. Its role as a police station ended in the 1970s and it was subsequently used to store cleaning equipment … but current notices in the window suggest someone may be about to use it as a vending outlet of some kind. 
9 The Thames Tide Gauge Hut, Westminster Bridge
Believed to have been built in the late 1860s as part of Bazalgette’s construction of the Embankment, the hut served as a base from which to monitor the river’s water level. Remarkably, it is still in use ,,, with modern equipment installed … and sends a record of the water level to the Thames Barrier every 15 minutes.  
10 Lions’ Heads on the Embankment
Installed in the side of the Embankment on its construction, the Lions’ Heads long served as part of the flood warning system … the rule was that if the water level reached the Lions’ Heads, the Underground system was to be closed down.
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