Dawsons Hill and a Golf Course on a Reservoir         Route 7 of Southwark Cyclists Virus solo rides.
This is a hilly route, but not too long (4.5 miles). Takes you to a great viewpoint – but the path down is STEEP, so make sure your brakes work!  It’s a pity Camberwell Old Cemetery is closed.  It is not as atmospheric as Nunhead, but has excellent paths.  The ride also makes a small diversion to the Horniman Museum.
Start/Finish at the Court Lane entrance to Dulwich Park. Ride uphill to Lordship Lane and carefully make the right turn. After 100 m take the first left, Overhill Rd, and get into your lowest gear.  If you need to, just walk up the steepest part.  Continue past the first entrance to the Dawsons Heights Estate and continue to the top of the hill, then start going down and look for a driveway on the left at the end of the blocks. Take this and after 150m find a small gate on the right. Go through this into the small park. Carefully descend the path a short way, then take the path to the left and get off and walk up to the top of the meadow where you get the best view. Take a photo (upload to Facebook later).  Go back along the path you just used and ride down the steep zig-zag path – nice test of your bike skills. At Dunstans Road turn right and follow this 700m to the junction with Forest Hill Rd.  Cross at the lights, then nip a few metres down the pavement to the entrance to Peckham Rye Park. Continue along the path 300m to the first exit, but there is also the opportunity to explore a few of the paths in the top part of the park. Exit the park and turn right, then 1st left into Scutari Rd. Follow this to the T-junction and turn left along Marmora Rd to the golf course. This is closed, but you can see through the gate the green sward, and an unusual brick building and in the background the skyline of the City. This is the Aquarius Golf Course   The name gives you a clue – it is built on and around the underground Beechcroft Reservoir!  Route note: if you have a robust bike, try approaching along Homestall Rd. Exiting Peckham Rye Park turn left and take the first right, then follow the surfaced road, then a new surfaced path, then last stretch of very rough unsurfaced road.
From the golf course turn back along Marmora Rd to busy Forest Hill Rd. Turn left and immediately right at the lights to Wood Vale. If there is a lot of traffic (unlikely at present) use a 2- stage right turn.  Note in normal times would ride through Camberwell Old Cemetery.  Continue along Wood Vale for 1.2km then turn left at Lordship Lane and use the cycle track, then the road, to reach the Horniman Museum. Another route note for those with sturdy bikes. An alternative way to get here is to use the path along an old railway alignment. Half way along Wood Vale turn left up steep Langton Rise, then right into Westwood Park. After 300 m at the sharp left turn go down the path on the right. This narrow path takes you to London Rd and joins the previously described route.  Go down the short fight of steps, turn left and ascend to Horniman Museum. Horniman Gardens is an attractive small park, but cycling is not allowed.
Final stretch is to use the crossing of London Road and ride down this busy road (part of the South Circular). Follow the South Circ left at the lights then use the dropped kerb to ride on the pavement (this is dual use).  After 400m you will see the Rosebury Gate into Dulwich Park. Cross carefully to this and bear right on to the road round the park. This takes you back to the Court Lane Exit where you started.
Route at https://bit.ly/3ayBkXv

