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Report by Bruce Lynn, Healthy Rides Co-Ordinator, covering period Mid Nov 2018-Mid Nov 2019
Summary: 53 rides, average 16.7 riders. Similar to 2017-18.

We organized 55 rides this year, a record.  Increase due to riding most Bank Holidays as well as every Saturday morning.  Had to cancel 2 rides due to heavy rain and high winds, so rode 53.  Average turnout was 16.7 compared with 17.5 last year.  Means that for 2 successive numbers have fallen and are now 10% down on 2016-17.  The once-a-month “+” rides (3.5 hours) continued to attract the best numbers, averaging 20.1 compared with 15.6 for the regular 2 hour rides.
Ten of us shared the leading.  I led just over half the rides and the others did 1 to 7 rides each.  We could not keep up a weekly schedule without this help, so big thankyou to all the ride leaders.  David Senior, one of those leaders, also turns up every week and does the job of looking after the rear and keeping the group together.  An especially big thankyou to him.
Notable rides this year were Bazalgette 1 and 2.  Organised by Werner Wiethege, these celebrated 200 years since the birth of Joseph Bazalgette.  He was responsible for building London’s sewers and was also involved in many other projects such as several of the Thames bridges.  These rides were noticed by the Institution of Civil Engineering who persuaded us to do a special Sunday ride as part of their “Exploring Engineering” week.
At the LCC Campaigner Awards, the award for “Best Rides and Ride leader” was given to me for my work with the Healthy Rides, which was nice.

