Draft Minutes of Southwark Cyclists 

meeting on August 9th 2017

Apologies: Jeremy Leach, Bruce Lynn, Billy Clerkin. 

present: Alastair Hanton, Lucia Quenya, Elizabeth Eden, Pete Wood, Sally Eva (sec), Andy Cawdell (co-ordinator), Hugh Bolton (treasurer), Mary Manning, Gareth Evans, Francis Bernstein

Minutes of last meeting approved. 

matters arising: search for cargo/family bike storage ongoing (Andy); 

E&C audit, meeting with TfL who foresaw problems allowing cyclists to cross the peninsula when work began on the shopping centre and were therefore reluctant to allow it now. They were already aware of the left-hook problem with traffic turning up St George's Way. SC count was very helpful (Mary).

Met had started enforcing No Close Pass. First outing had stopped 6 vehicles in 60 minutes, one taken off the road completely for having no road tax or MOT. Offending bus to be followed up later (Andy). 

Direct Vision Lorries: TfL and Transport Research Labs putting researching visibility measurement for lorries allowed in to London from 2020. LCC campaigning to insist on DV lorries in planning permission. DV lorries are part of the Mayor's transport strategy and we want Southwark to respond positively to that strategy with a pledge to insist on DV lorries (Alastair)

Schools policy: no progress had been made on this. New volunteers to be asked to take it on (Sally)

London Bridge Dr Bike: team had done another one of these -- very successful in sheer numbers of cyclists helped but not very satisfactory in numbers from Southwark. Plan to move next one from London bridge to the Dunton Rd/Lynton Rd traffic lights to target more local cyclists (Andy)

Freecycle: 60 riders set off from Strakers Road and another 40 joined at Burgess Park cafe and another 50 back at 3pm (Andy). 

portrait bench: Bruce had written to Sustrans about improving this. 

speaker on October 11th: Miles Price of British Land coming to talk on re-development of Canada Water (Sally)

Wiki had been updated (pete)

Cyclehoop visit: Alastair proposed setting a September early afternoon date and time to visit (alastair). 

1) JCSG agenda: Agreed: to ask for policy guidance on calibration markings for 20mph speed cameras which were not being replaced after re-surfacing; a report on the equalities investigation into restricted access to parks; a re-think of presentation of CPZ proposals; a policy decision on storage space in council property for the bike library. 

2) Camberwell Grove: street party on Sunday at which about 50 people turned up supporting continued closure of the road. Good basis for local campaign to keep it shut. If the road remains closed the reduction in traffic through the lights at the top of Dog Kennel Hill would make it possible to close Champion Hill. The closure would be discussed at Camberwell Community Council on September 20th but if plan to shut bridge goes ahead there would be a full consultation in September (Pete).

3) Camberwell Green: these proposals were very poor and unacceptable. No sign of Mayor's policy on healthy streets or 8-80 cycling. Current proposals failed on all counts. Agreed: to request site meeting. 

4) Spine northern section: new Quietway route from Thurlow Street through to St George's Circus being proposed which will cross NKR at Rodney Place to continue up Falmouth Road, left in Harper Road, crossing Newington Causeway/Borough High Street into Borough Road and on up to SGC. Q7 will cross NKR at the same point and then cross Harper Road to continue up Falmouth Road turning left into Trinity Street to join Q1 at Globe Street. Residents concerned by the volume, type, and speed of the traffic currently rat-running down Harper Road from SGC/Borough Road. Meetings between residents, LBS and TfL to sort this out before progressing QW. 
5) Pete Wood: Agreed that Pete should work for SC one day a week for the remainder of this financial year at £130 per day. Estimated cost approx £2,000. 
Agreed: Pete to spend £100 on Facebook ads for Southwark Cyclists and evaluate their effectiveness. 
6) Brunel Bridge: Luci had attended this meeting. Also there were Living Streets, LCC and Ramblers Assoc. Need for more cross-river transport. The Jubilee line is under great pressure. The Canary Wharf side wants a ferry not a bridge. Rotherhithe side favours a bridge. Principal problem with a cycling bridge is the length of any approach ramp. The bridge must open (says PLA) but the height of bridge will determine how often it has to do so. Length of ramp increases as height increases. Trade-off between the two. Agreed to pursue info on bike escalators (cyclo-cable). Agreed: to invite Nik Randall of Reform Architects to address meeting. Francis Sedgemoor of FOGWOFT had studied pros and cons of lifts: agreed: Pete to consult him. 
7) New Southwark Plan and OKR: part of OKR being put forward as a Healthy Streets pilot project. Agreed: we should press for whole OKR to be the pilot area not just part (Pete). 
8) Traffic reduction study in Dulwich: This would cover Village, College and East Dulwich wards. The Mayor's transport strategy specifically stated that the Mayor would fund such studies by councils (alastair)
9) Melon Street QW83: meeting with TfL officer 11am August 11th (cancelled by officer and not yet re-arranged).  
10) Engaging networks emails: Agreed: Sept 3rd call to reject Camberwell Green; October 3rd call to support Mayor's transport strategy (pete)
11) Magazine insert: appeal on google group (sally) plus Dunwich Dynamo and 100 riding to Freecycle
12) TfL cycle grants for bike library: juliet kemp had volunteered to help. Grants were for up to £10,000 over 3 yrs including up to £3,000 for ebikes. Using Bromptons would reduce storage problems. Agreed Andy to apply for grant. 
13) Gareth Evans volunteering to remodel website: Agreed: to have a new home page which is a curated "most important info" with links to rides, infrastructure arguments; getting started, buying a child's bike; fending off thieves and finding safe parking (for example). 

AOB

Denmark Hill Station to have new exit on Windsor Walk with Bike Hub. 

Francis pressing for improved bus driver training on safe overtaking of cyclists including updates to TfL Red Book of driver behaviour. 

Resources on what to do in the case of an accident (Francis). Police want to see video for two minutes before the incident and two minutes afterwards so they can judge what led up to the crash/altercation/complained of behaviour. 

Liz asked for volunteers to respond to Southwark Council consultation on mental health with info on the benefits of cycling (Mary to respond)

Date of next meeting: September 13th 41 Grosvenor Park SE5

