CS4 Consultation Oct-Nov 2017 – Southwark sections – Potters Field to west end of Lower Road

Pedestrian improvements, by Bruce Lynn, Southwark Cyclists

Although primarily a cycling scheme, the CS4 proposal includes significant improvements for pedestrians.  It is important that we know about these and can explain them to non-cyclists who might otherwise oppose the scheme.

Key improvements for pedestrians are to crossings, mostly of Jamaica Rd.  There are 3 completely new crossings of Jamaica Rd:

1. West side of Jamaica Rd at Abbey St

2. West side of Jamaica Rd at St James Rd

3. At Cathay St/Entrance to Southwark Park (a crossing that has been promised for at least 10 years!)

10 junctions will have the pedestrian crossings improved.  
· 7 will be widened, 
· 2 will be speeded up by going from 2-part to a single crossing.  
· 2 will be speeded up by narrowing the motor traffic carriageway
Some of the projected new timings are spectacular.  For example crossing Tooley St or Jamaica Rd at Tanner St at present can require a wait of over 2 minutes if you stick to the signals.  Under the new scheme the maximum wait will be only 1 min.  For the many people who cross at this point potentially a halving of the delay and a 1 min saving on journey time.  These changes may seem small, but if similar improvements can be made at other junctions (and they could) then pedestrian journey times would fall and walking would be used more to get about.  In practice, of course, very few people wait for 2 minutes to cross.  They nip across against the signals.  The real gain is in pedestrian safety, rather than in journey time.  But the effect will be the same.  A walk that feels safe is likely to be repeated whereas one that requires dodging the traffic may not.

In addition, there will be public realm improvements that will encourage walking.  I will make a separate report about these.

Two schemes related to CS4 are also at consultation.

1. Shad Thames 1-way scheme.  In the CS4 consultation it is assumed Shad Thames will become a 1-way street northbound. At present it is 2-way.  But remember, making Shad Thames 1-way does have significance for pedestrians.  At present the pavement on the south end of Shad Thames between Tooley St and Queen Elizabeth St is extremely narrow in places. Only 0.35 metre, yes really, at 2 points.  Pedestrian flows for much of the day are at least 400/hour.  So pedestrians are in the road all the time with significant motor traffic sailing by.  Making Shad Thames 1-way allows a really wide pavement. So on pedestrian safety grounds there is a strong case for making Shad Thames 1-way.  

However, please point out that this change has nothing to do with CS4.  It is very unfortunate that it is included in the CS4 consultation as there will be significant opposition to this part of the plan.  At present there is a short exit phase on shad Thames.  This could perfectly well continue alongside CS4.  With an additional stage on the signals there would be a small reduction in green time for E-W traffic, but only to present values.  There would also be less gain for pedestrians at this junction as TfL may revert to 2-stage crossings, and of course the Shad Thames pavement would remain narrow.  But the key thing to explain to anyone concerned about the 1-way on Shad Thames is to point out that this has NOTHING TO DO WITH CS4.  They can support CS4, but object to the 1-way scheme.  Note the required extra driving to exit via Lafone St is at most 500 metres.

2. Tanner St improvements between Druid St and Jamaica Rd.  This is part of Quietway 14, which joins CS4 at the Tanner/Tooley/Jamaica/Shad Thames junction.  It is a closely related scheme that has a separate consultation running at the same time as the CS4 consultation.  As part of the Tanner St scheme there will be a new light-controlled pedestrian crossing of Druid St, East arm at its junction with Tanner St. In addition the present crossing of Tanner St will be speeded up as the motor carriageway is planned to be narrowed.
Key points to make:

· 3 new pedestrian crossings of Jamaica Rd and a new crossing of Druid St
· 11 junctions with pedestrian crossings widened and/or speeded up

· Shad Thames pavements widened.  However the 1-way on Shad Thames is NOT required for CS4.  
