Quietway 1: Lynton Road to Rothsay Street: Current situation 
Report by Bruce Lynn, Southwark Cyclists

Mostly based on visits to route at morning peak Jan 27th and 28th 2016

Summary

1. Compared with 2014, 34% more cyclists are using the Q1/LCN22 route along Lynton Rd and Willow Walk

2. Motor traffic has also increased, particularly turning left from Lynton Rd, up from 44/hr to 110/hr, a 150% increase.  This means 2-3 left-turning vehicles on most light phases.
3. 88% of cyclists leave Q1 at the end of Willow Walk.  Only 12% are using the new path through to Webb St and the re-aligned crossing of Tower Bridge Rd to Rothsay St.

4. This raises some interesting questions, including:

a. Why has motor traffic increased on Lynton Rd?

b. Have problems with pedestrians at the Tower Bridge Rd crossing put cyclists off using Q1 west of Willow Walk?

Introduction

The new crossing of Tower Bridge Rd (TBR) has been in use for 1-2 weeks.  The new light-controlled crossing of Dunton Rd has been in use for 2 months.  So time to investigate how we are all coping.
Dunton Road Crossing

This seems to be working well.  Traffic in Dunton Rd is flowing, in fact it appears to be up on 2 years ago.  Southwark Cyclists did traffic counts in July 2014 during the planning phase for Q1.  We did more counts on Thursday Jan 28th, 2016, about 2 months after the new lights went live.  At similar times (8:15 to 8:40am) we found flows of 276/hour in July 2014 and 246/h in Jan 2016.  Flows in January are usually 33% lower than in July.  Adjusting the Jan flows to July levels gives 369/h, a 34 % increase.

Counts of motor vehicles indicated a 150% increase in traffic turning left out of Lynton Rd, from 44/h in 2014 to 112/h in 2016.  There was no significant change in the small numbers going straight on or right.  Could this increase be because the new lights make it easier for cars, as well as cyclists, to exit Lynton Rd?

Q1 or LCN22

Q1 continues straight from Willow Walk to Webb St via an excellent new path, then crosses TBR using the re-aligned light-controlled crossing and enters Rothsay St.  The older LCN22 route turns right at the end of Willow Walk into Pages Walk, then left into Grange Rd and across TBR at the lights.  Counts on Jan 28th showed only 12% of cyclists using Q1 with 88% on the old LCN alignment.  Three possible reasons are:
1. Cyclists have not noticed the new Q1 route.

2. Q1 does not go towards their destination.

3. They have tried Q1 but found it congested with pedestrians at TBR (see below).

New Tower Bridge Road Crossing (with Webb St and Rothsay St)
The crossing line has been moved close to the side roads. Cyclists going west are required to ride on to the pavement and cross alongside the pedestrians.  This piece of pavement is shared with pedestrians and at the am peak there are a lot of parents and children heading to the primary school on the NE corner of the junction.  We pointed out the potential for pedestrian-cyclists conflict at the consultation, but TfL insisted it would be fine.  It has not been fine.  On visiting this junction on 27th Jan the Co-Head of the school was found directing children and in addition a new Lollipop Lady was providing a crossing of Webb St.  This was because the previous week many cyclists had been using the new route and there had been problems.  It was claimed 2 children had been in collision with cyclists.  Other passers-by told me there had been near collisions at the east end of Webb street involving children going to the youth club.
From 8:36 to 9:00 am 11 cyclists were counted, all of whom behaved impeccably.  This is a flow of 28/hour, consistent with the counts at Lynton Rd and Pages Walk (243/h, with 12% taking Q1, so 29/hr on Webb St).  So what is going on here?  There are a tiny number of cyclists but the pedestrians are up in arms!  The most likely scenario is that more cyclists tried the route immediately after the crossing was opened.  Finding it congested they have reverted to the LCN alignment.

Looking ahead

Much of the Q1 route west of TBR is not complete.  We may expect more use of Webb St when the western section is finished.  The new cycle path at Millwall stadium may also allow more cyclists to use Q1.  So hopefully we will see more use of Q1, especially west of Willow Walk, when the route is complete and it is publicised widely.

One way or another we have to get people using Q1.  This project is a standard bearer for the Quietways programme.  It is clearly working on the well designed section from Abercorn Way to Willow Walk where the alignment follows LCN22.  But we need to see the western parts also well used.
With more cyclists using Webb St, the shared pavement experiment must end.  Cyclists and pedestrians need to be clearly segregated for busy morning period.  We need to press TfL to carry out an immediate review and instigate the necessary changes.

Data

A spreadsheet with the counts is available on the Southwark Cyclists web site, link

Abbreviations

Q1
Quietway 1

TBR
Tower Bridge Rd

LCN
London Cycle Network

