Draft minutes of Southwark Cyclists meeting April 13th 2016

Present: Andy Cawdell (co-ordinator), Alastair Hanton, Liz Eden, Bruce Lynn, Pete Wood, Robert Eva, Werner Wiethege, Paul Lowe, David Kernohan, Amy Aeron-Thomas, Billy Clerkin, Ralph Smyth, Stuart Whitworth, Sally Eva (sec)

Guest Speaker: Cliff Matsuya from Sustrans addressed meeting on development of cycling and walking bridge from Rotherhithe to Canary Wharf. Current proposals are for bridge foot on south side to be confined within Durands Wharf. On the northern side access would be through the impounding dock. Connections very good on the Southwark side but members felt they were poor on the north side. Bridge will be designed with 5m track for cyclists and 3m for pedestrians. It is expected to handle 10,000 cycling trips and 3,000 walking trips per day. The saving on commuting time alone justified the cost of the bridge. Expected cost would be £240-272 million. The difference might be made up in sponsorship (naming rights).

Next step would be a design competition, construction would start 2018 for opening 2020. Political support offered by Caroline Pidgeon (lib dems) Sadiq Khan (lab) and the Greens. Boroughs not expected to provide any funding. Contributions from TfL, DfT and private stakeholders including JP Morgan. Members emphasised the need to "future proof" the capacity of the bridge. Public campaign for support still premature. Action: members asked to support the bridge directly and through the JCSG. 
1 Minutes of last meeting and matters arising: Peckham Rye East would be dealt with as part of QW83 (see AOB). Response to Southwark Plan has been submitted (Andy). No meeting had been arranged about Bellenden Gyratory (Alastair and Andy). No date had been fixed for joint southwark/lambeth hustings for the GLA elections. Action: sec to write to all candidates asking them to commit to the LCC safer lorries campaign and photocall on Westminster Bridge Road at 9.30am on Monday April 25th. 

2 JCSG: Pete Wood said that the CJSG was supposed to be more of a think tank or ideas development forum rather than a review forum. The suggestion was that other groups in the community would be encouraged to bring forward ideas and SC would try to come to the meeting with the ideas ready for development. Two themes were suggested for May 29th: policing (Amy) and safer lorries (Alastair).  Action: Pete to work with AA-T, AH and Southwark Council to develop the existing papers into a project/format that can be taken forward by CJSG, for example, to invite senior police officers to CJSG with a pre-specified list of questions that are supported by the other CJSG members."

3 Sign for cycling: LCC wanting bike shops to join the campaign, put up posters and support the campaign. This can include tweeting, re-tweeting on their social media about the campaign, telling customers about the campaign, giving them materials and getting their staff to sign the petition. 

4 Bike Train: First bike train no one came (one person followed the route independently); second, one person; and third, two people including Liz. Cost so far, £250 on leaflets and £200 for tabards. Not cost -effective but might be considered to be building. Action: Bob, Sally and Andy to continue to support.

5 Yearly plan: considered good practice for NGOs to have a yearly plan. Action: Ralph offered to write one and circulate it for discussion. 
6 F/B, website, Twitter: there were requests to improve display of consultations and responses on the website. Wish to be able to pin posts. Group had 3,500 followers on Twitter which needed to be incorporated. Yahoo group valuable for the archive but otherwise felt to be clunky and slow. Lack of enthusiasm for incorporating F/B.

Need for a public face and also private forum on which members could disagree. Action: David Kernohan to moderate F/B page; yahoo group to be prevented from sending out new messages (although old posts retained) and the private forum switched to google."
7 Dunwich Dynamo: 650 seats had been booked for return. SC would be running 5 trucks and 20 coaches. Fifty seats had been booked on a coach bringing cyclists from Lowestoft to London so that they could cycle back. Bruce arranging unload (Andy). 

8 Low Line visionary meeting April 24th: no volunteers

AOB
Liz asked for responses for the Age Well consultation closing May 1st.

QW83: Oxley Close to Brockley Rise, LCN22 renamed. Officer (Rasheed) suggesting taking it down Surrey Canal Path because of difficulties at Sumner Road/LCN22 crossing of Peckham High St. Group unanimous that this was a bad idea. Group interested in route further east down Glengall Road. Action: Bruce to explore with officer and report.

QW7: Alastair concerned that group's response to parts of Dulwich consultation had been so negative that there was a danger of losing the whole thing, including the junction which had been the only satisfactory part. He argued that the proposals, poor though they were, were better than nothing. There was some dispute about this. Action: Alastair, Liz and Bruce to find form of words which would protect the proposed changes at the junction.

Andy would not be at next meeting on May 11th. He would be on holiday. Sally would not be at Dr Bike on April 28th. She asked for volunteers to drum up business on SCP. Action: Billy Clerkin offered to come and fix bikes. His offer gratefully accepted. 

Date of next meeting: May 11th at Nunhead Green Community Centre, 5 Nunhead Green, SE15 3QQ. Next door to Old Nun's Head pub. Best approach from west via Scylla Road. 

