Draft minutes of meeting of Southwark Cyclists on April 8th 2015

Present: Andy Cawdell (chair), Sally Eva (sec), Bruce Lynn, Eleanor Margolies, Alastair Hanton, Amy Aeron-Thomas

Apologies: Jeremy Leach, Joe Parker, Hugh Bolton

Minutes and matters arising: minutes agreed. Eleanor said that 17 locations for bike hangars were out for consultation. Progress very slow. Councillor James Barber wanted 65 in his ward and suggested asking for parking at full council assembly. Alastair supported this and said parking vital and cheap. Needed on estates, destinations (like shops and stations), and homes. Council offering one hour's free parking at small neighbourhood shopping centres. Bike parking should be included because of their greater economic impact. Council policy was to provide business parking when requested but this was not happening. There were long (sometimes apparently endless) delays in installing parking requested by business. No feedback from relevant department to business as to when or if parking would be installed. Coffee shops on Choumert Road asking for cycle parking for six months. No response and no parking installed. Fly parking showed need. ACTION: JCSG agenda on Friday 10th April
3) Peckham Rye: ward asks: election "ask" was for segregated off road cycle path along eastern side of Peckham Rye and Common from Homestall Road to Nunhead Lane. Prev supported by school and opposed by FOPR. Local councillors now said to be in favour. Andy still has copies of prev designs. ACTION: to raise at JCSG
4) proposal to require LCC to withdraw membership from Nigel Bee and Bill Owen: Nigel Bee had withdrawn his libellous comments about Southwark Cyclists from his website. Greenwich cyclists had regained control of their website. Andy withdrew his proposal. 

5) cycle safety during construction works: Boris had underspent his cycling budget and had started to spend it all at once on a large number of simultaneous cycle works under way: N/S superhighway; St George's Circus and E&C; QWs; Oval/Vauxhall remodelling. TfL estimating road capacity reduced by 20% during and after the works. Additional 200 active construction sites under private development and a predicted 4,000 lorry movements per day. TfL asking for help preventing accidents.
ACTION: group agreed weekly cycle rides with two riders from SC, reps of council, TfL, Met, alternately in rush hour and outside it. Aim: look at building sites and consider whether safe for cyclists and how to make safe. Vols: Andy, Bruce, Alastair. Request for assistance on egroup/LCC other affected borough groups (Lambeth/Greenwich)

London Bridge neighbourhood: cycle parking needed for commuters and residents. Network Rail had promised "something substantial" as a condition of their planning consent. Alastair to follow this up. 

Network Rail need to narrow Tooley St in order to carry out their works so that it will be one way. Pavement to be closed on south side. Not clear how cycling will be safely managed. A thousand cyclists used Jamaica Road and 7-800 pass along Tooley St so where could they be diverted during the works? Group Bruce, Andy, council officers, LCC rep and Shane Clarke of Team London Bridge to discuss way forward. Also there will be two weekend closures of Stamford St and Upper Ground would be closed in July and August for installation of raised table at Hatfields. 

Longer term very cheering plan to filter Bermondsey St and make quiet area between Tooley St, Tower Bridge Road and Long Lane. 

6) Brayards Road: no movement from council. Huge amount of money being spent to no purpose and in the process making life worse for cyclists. Scheme part-funded by cycling money. Suggestion that protest at abuse of cycling budget be directed to mayor not supported -- felt to be too nasty to Mark Williams who was doing his best. 
7) Townley road: scheme had been agreed minus hated right turn ban. Backed by all 9 local councillors. Cycling to schools plan now moves on to remainder of Dulwich.

8) Bellenden Road: meeting with Karl from Aecom, various residents, Eileen Conn, Andy and Sally. Plan two variations one to remove make both sides of gyratory two way, one to retain OW working on one side. Both plans would filter Bellenden Road at junction with Highshore Road. This would remove access via Bellenden Road to Peckham High Street. Put more traffic on to Lyndhurst Way, increasing need for physical segregation, but also provide improved access for cyclists to LCN 22 via Melon St. SC reps supported removal of gyratory, asked for segregation on present gyratory roads, asked for cycle track inside the parking rather than outside, asked for protection for cyclists using Holly Grove contraflow. 
9) Dunwich Dynamo: 550 places booked (limit 1,000); lorries and coaches booked; lorries to park on beach; unloading in Surrey Quays shopping centre car park; Action: volunteers needed for beach. 

10) Dr Bike: Andy, Sally and great new volunteer called Bruno plus Dr Bike so three mechanics working most of the time.  Resisted lobbying by Barrie Hargrove to tell cyclists to slow down on SCP. BH said LCN 22 "not a priority" for MWs and wanted SC to tell MWs that hostility to cycling generated on SCP was interfering with plans for Spine. AGREED: group to press MW to prioritise LCN 22 as "quick win" which would increase capacity and reduce aggro. 
11) Treasurer's report: group had £23,331 in two bank accounts. Of this £1766 due to LCC to settle Dunwich Dynamo VAT liability and £7505 advance for Dunwich Dynamo 2015. Therefore £13,960 available before any surplus generated by this year's DD. Bruce owed money for new banner. ACTION: group to spend some money; discussion of what to spend it on at May meeting (13th). 

AOB: election: Alastair to set up way to lobby local candidates in general election. Also local election in Chaucer Ward

JCSG on Friday (10th) group to discuss cycle parking, Peckham Rye ward ask; LCN22


