Southwark Cyclists AGM draft mins November 12th 2014

Present: Bruce Lynn, co-ordinator Andy Cawdell; secretary Sally Eva, treasurer Hugh Bolton; Jeremy Leach, Alastair Hanton, Claire Donaldson, Eleanor Margolies, Werner  Wiethege.

Apologies for absence: Joe Parker

Minutes of AGM October 2013: not available. Secretary apologised. Agreed would be published on website immediately after meeting. 

Treasurer's report: 

Money in unrestricted funds risen from £10,984 in March 2013 to £14,025 in March 2014. Largest source of income: profit on Dunwich Dynamo (£5,222); significant expenditure: £2,109.  for new website and hosting. VAT payable on Dunwich Dynamo likely to be approx £6,000 incl. DD 2014. LCC grant for 2011/12 shown on accounts because likely to be put towards payment for expert advice on VAT. Accountants BDO were concerned that small group like SC without resources were taking big commercial risk and wanted group to hand over to commercial coach operation. Treasurer felt risk manageable and talks with coach firm didn't suggest enthusiasm to take over. Cost of coaches would rise to reflect commercial risk if coach company took over. 

Healthy Rides: 

Bruce Lynn reported increasing numbers of riders and rides. For biggest rides might be necessary to hire professional support for leader. Southwark was going to buy into the LCC bike hire scheme: hire a bike for a month for £10 with cycling instruction and maps. Aim was to encourage people to try cycling without having to buy a bike. 

Co-ordinators report: 

Proposed to do DD again in 2015. Preliminary talks already underway with villagers. Need someone to manage the ticketting because Ian Wivell (who did it this year) had moved away. Lorries might be parked on the beach next year. 

Noteworthy this year: 

1) success of the Healthy Rides under Bruce Lynn (applause)

2) debacle of East Dulwich Grove consultation on improvements for cyclists which made road worse for cycling.

3) Rebuilding of Heygate and reconfiguration of cycling network still in dispute, promise of cycling permeability yet to be fulfilled. 

4) Row about segregation of Albany Road and Thurlow St around the new Aylesbury

5) redrawing of E&C and proposed N/S superhighways 

6) JCSG: new chair Mark Williams, keen cyclist, might be prepared to be unpopular in support of new cycling strategy

Officers re-elected without a vote: 

Andy Cawdell (co-ordinator); Hugh Bolton (treasurer); Sally Eva (sec), Eleanor Margolies (newsletter) 

Membership of JCSG: Andy ex officio, Sally Eva declined to take up ex officio place on JCSG, Alastair Hanton; Eleanor Margolies. Jeremy Leach on JCSG representing Southwark Living Streets. SC entitled to four places, fourth unfilled. Andy to explore possibility of co-option for specific issues

Eleanor raised question of reporting back from JCSG and problems caused by confidentiality of JCSG. This created difficulties for members in judging usefulness of JCSG. Comments of JCSG on new cycling strategy not able to be reported to group at previous meeting. Only when reported could group balance usefulness of JCSG input against lack of transparency. Alastair offered brief report on website of matters discussed. Eleanor welcomed this. 

AGM closed. 

Minutes of last meeting (October 8th 2014) accepted. Matters arising: no response from Andrew Gilligan on Heygate. Problems with Rodney Road and by-pass likely to have to wait for next QW

Dr Bike: 

Joe Parker to help with this. Settled on under Arch at Peckham Square, two evenings a month tbc 4-7 pm. New banner needed. Mousetail prepared to test thirst for coffee from passing cyclists, Dr Bike from Paul Lowe or Claire Donaldson's Bike Project; start in spring; costs from SC funds. 

1) Cycling strategy: now open for public consultation. Encourage members to respond individually with lots of details of their best ideas and preferably to add them to interactive map.
Southwark cyclists response: 

a) targets should be tougher. Council underestimating numbers cycling now. Targets should be raised substantially. 

b) main roads should be segregated

c) borough junctions should be reconfigured for cyclist safety 

d) construction lorries on all large developments given planning permission should have safety features, proper mirrors and side guards, all council vehicles should have similar features; all drivers should get cycling awareness training.

e) 20mph limit must be enforced

2) Deputation to council meeting November 26th: 

Southwark Living Streets (Jeremy); Southwark cyclists (Andy) and Wheels for Wellbeing (Abigail) taking part. Chance to make key points and specific request. Pass “ask” past Mark Williams first so as not to take him by surprise.

3) Health Scrutiny Cttee December 8th: Bruce Lynn, Emeritus Professor of Physiology at University College London to represent us.

4) Green links and green spaces workshop Walworth and Bankside: this was looking for cycling and pedestrian routes into and out of the area.

5) Churchyard Row: 

Developers Mace looking for advice from local groups on managing cycling flow safely during construction works. Volunteer: Alastair Hanton to contact Laura Hampson (Mace)
6) Heygate

Eight pdfs of planning application need scrutiny to check developers adhering to promise of filtered permeability. Ask Joe, if he can't take it on ask for volunteers on e-list
7) QW2: 

Status of gates in Trinity Square unknown. Lewisham section of QW2 published. Major problem on Lewisham section at junction of Surrey Canal Road and Trundley's road. Lewisham proposing informal crossing with pedestrian island. Proper controlled crossing needed or whole route will be blighted. Greenwich section unpublished.

8) LCN22: 

FOBP not responding to invitation to joint representation on LCN22 to MW. SC to go ahead alone. Initial approach to six councillors whose wards affected by SCP
9) N/S superhighway: 

Junctions with Southwark St and Stamford St need improvement. Biggest problem St George's Circus which should be crossroads. As part of development of 128-150 Blackfriars Road new public space being created with cycle route around Circus and linking into bypass.

AOB

Christmas party for southwark planners at Royal Oak,Tabard St, December 16th 6pm onwards, free buffet. Ask for volunteers (with reasons) on e-list: applications to Alastair
Bermondsey and Rotherhithe CC event Saturday Nov 29th in St James' church. Bruce to represent us. 

Cycle parking at London Bridge: 700 bike parking spaces to be provided (not enough). Alastair to represent us. 

Website: need for developer, ask for volunteer on elist. Joe and Sally to be trained by Ian Wed Nov 19th but more required. 

Vauxhall Cross reconfiguration: Joe to write response after consultation on elist.

Meeting closed 8.15pm. 

Next meeting December 10th 6.30pm Better Bankside junction of Zoar St and Great Guildford St.  


